Louisiana State Board of Private Investigator Examiners

Minutes of Board Meeting of November 13, 2012
I.   Roll Call

     Vice Chairman Lance Wallace called the meeting to order at 9:12a.m., Tuesday November 13, 2012, at the office of the Louisiana State Board of Private Investigator Examiners, 2051 Silverside Drive, Suite 190, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Those members present at the meeting were Ms. Maria Dugas, Ms. Annette Kovac, Mr. Trey Fayard, and Mr. Kennith Landry.   Also present was Executive Director Pat Englade, Legal Counsel Angelique Freel and Complaint Counsel Joe Lotwick.  A quorum was present to continue the meeting.

II. Approval of Minutes from the July 17, 2012 board meeting.
      Ms. Dugas moved to approve the minutes of the July 17, 2012, board meeting.  Seconded by Ms. Kovac.    All in favor.   Motion carried.

III. Public Comments -   None
IV. Approval of Applications  

  A.  Agency Applicants

        Ms. Kovac made a motion to approve the agency application for Alonzo Banks.  Mr. Banks was not present.  Seconded by Mr. Wallace.  Roll call vote: Dugas yes, Kovac yes, Fayard yes and Landry yes.  Motion carried.

        Ms. Kovac made a motion to approve the agency application for Thomas Carey.  Mr. Carey was not present.  Seconded by Ms. Dugas.  Roll call vote: Dugas yes, Kovac yes, Fayard yes and Landry no.   Motion carried.

        Mr. Landry made a motion to approve the agency application for Gary Coleman.    Mr. Coleman was present. Seconded by Ms. Kovac.  Roll call vote: Dugas yes, Kovac yes, Fayard yes, Wallace yes and Landry yes. Motion carried.

         Ms. Kovac made a motion to approve the agency application for Joseph Cruse. Mr. Cruse was present.  Seconded by Ms. Durgas.  Roll call vote:  Dugas yes, Kovac yes, Fayard yes and Landry yes.   Motion carried.

         Mr. Landry made a motion to approve the agency application for Patrick Fontenot.  Mr. Fontenot was present.  Seconded by Ms. Kovac.  Roll call vote: Dugas yes, Kovac yes, Fayard, yes and Landry yes.  Motion carried.
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         Ms. Kovac made a motion to approve the agency application for Harold Franques.  Mr. Franques was present.  Seconded by Mr. Wallace.   Roll call vote: Dugas yes, Kovac yes, Fayard yes and Landry yes.   Motion carried.

         Mr. Landry made a motion to deny the agency application for Morgan Patton. Reason for denial “lack of 3 years investigative experience”. Ms. Patton was present. Seconded by Ms. Dugas. Roll call vote: Dugas yes, Kovac yes, Fayard yes, and Landry yes.   Motion carried.

         B.  Individual, Apprentice and Journeymen Applicants

         Ms. Kovac moved to approve the list of individual applicants starting with Jerry James and ending with Carol Marshall, Jr. Seconded by Mr. Landry.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

         Ms. Kovac moved to approve the list of apprentice applicants starting with William Bond and ending with Catherine Berkowitz. Seconded by Mr. Landy.   All in favor.   Motion carried. 

         Ms. Kovac moved to approve the list of journeymen applicants starting with Robert Flook and ending with Shalonda King.  Seconded by Ms. Dugas.  All in favor. Motion

V.     Financial Report
         Ms. Dugas moved to accept the financial report presented by Mr. Landry.  Seconded

 by Ms. Kovac.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
         A.  Audit Report for fiscal year 7/1/11 – 6/30/12 


       Ms. Kovac made a motion to approve the audit report for the fiscal year of 7/1/11 – 6/30/12. Seconded by Mr. Landry.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

         B.   Cost of living increase
        Ms. Kovac made a motion to approve a 4% pay increase for Gracie Smith and Lori Harrell.  Seconded by Ms. Durgas.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

         C.  Approve draft of the 2013 budget

         Ms. Kovac made a motion to approve the draft of the 2013 budget.  Seconded by Ms. Dugas.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
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VI.    Investigatory Officer Report

         Mr. Englade reported to the Board regarding the number of investigative files opened, closed and currently under investigation.

          Ms. Dugas made a motion to approve the Investigatory Officers report.  Seconded by Ms.  Kovac.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

          A. Ronald Rayon – Consent Agreement 

          Ms. Kovac made a motion to accept the consent agreement between the board and Ronald Rayon.  Seconded by Mr. Landry.  Roll call vote:  Dugas yes, Kovac yes, Fayard yes, Wallace yes and Landry yes.  Motion carried.

VII.  Old Business

         A.    Action on Rule 518 and 519
                 Ms. Dugas made a motion to re-instate continuing education since the rules 518 and 519 has been promulgated. Stating between January 1, 2011 and December 31, 2013 you must have 8 hours of continuing education. Contingent on approval of C/E providers. Today we will send out letter to C/E providers with a dead line of December 31, 2012 to submit application for continuing education courses.  Seconded by Ms. Kovac.  Roll call vote:  Dugas yes, Kovac yes, Fayard yes, Wallace yes and Landry yes.  Motion carried.
VIII. Training
A.  Approve school contracts for 2013

          Ms. Dugas made a motion to approve the following 40-hour school contracts for 2013.  Baton Rouge Community College, Bossier Parish Community College, Delgado Community College, LSU-Alexandria, LSU-Eunice, LSU-Shreveport, McNeese State University, Remington College, University of LA at Lafayette, University of LA at Monroe and Northwestern University.  Seconded by Ms. Kovac.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
Amend Agenda

          Ms. Dugas made a motion to amend the agenda to add the 40-hour training manual under Old Business.  Seconded by:  Ms. Kovac. All in favor.  Motion carried.

           Ms. Dugas updated the board on the statues of the new 40-hour manual.   
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Amend Agenda

Ms. Dugas made a motion to amend the agenda to add the investigatory reports that were handled by the Attorney General’s Office which are AG-PIBoard #001, 002, 003 and 004.  Seconded by:  Mr. Landry.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
Resolutions of Complaints

          Complaint AG-PIBoard #002 filed against board member has been closed. The recommendation regard to that is that the complaint appears that it raises an ethical issued that is not the jurisdiction of the board.
Complaint AG-PIBoard #001 alleged where a licensee had on his website that he was licensed to conduct investigatory work in the state of Texas.  The complaint was that the licensee here in LA had let his license expired in Texas. The recommendation of the investigator is that the complaint has been closed and not further action by the AG Office.

The LA PIBoard has no jurisdiction over Texas investigators and this should have been handled by the Texas State Board. 

         Complaint AG-PIBoard - #003 and #004 filed against board member Maria Dugas and Paul Dugas has been closed with no further action by the Attorney General’s office.
          Mr. Fayard made a motion to accept the recommendation from the Attorney General Office based on the complaints forward to the board attention to take no further action.  Seconded by Mr. Landry.  Roll call vote:  Dugas abstains, Kovac yes, Fayard yes, Wallace yes and Landry yes.  Motion carried.
IX.     New Business

           Board Meetings 

           The board discussed board-meeting dates.  The board meetings will still be held every 

other month on the third Tuesday of the month at 9:00am.
Amend Agenda

Ms. Dugas moved to amend the agenda to move the two hearings ahead of Executive Session. Seconded by Ms. Kovac.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
Recess – Mr. Wallace called for a 5-minute recess 
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Amend Agenda

          Ms. Dugas made a motion to amend the agenda to add something related to the LPIA for discussion.  Seconded by Ms. Kovac.  All in favor.   Motion carried.

X.    APPLICATION APPEAL HEARING – COURNEY BAKER

           11:20am to 12:30pm - hearing on Courtney Baker’s application appeal.

Mr. Dugas made a motion 
  XI.  APPICATION APPEAL HEARING – ETHAN BROWN
          12:35pm to 12:55pm - hearing on Ethan Brown’s application appeal.

         Ms. Dugas made a motion to approve the agency application for Ethan Brown.  Seconded by Mr. Landry.  Roll call vote:  Dugas, yes, Kovac yes, Fayard yes, Wallace yes and Landry yes.  Motion carried.

Executive Session form 1:03pm to 1:55pm
         Mr. Wallace made a motion to go into executive session to discuss the application hearings, legal issues with Steve Divine against LSBPIE and legal issues with Scott Frank vs LSBPIE.  Seconded by Ms. Kovac.  Roll call vote:  Ms. Dugas yes, Ms. Kovac  yes, Mr. Fayard yes, Mr. Wallace yes and Mr. Landry yes.  Motion carried. 
         Mr. Wallace made a motion to go back in to regular session.  Seconded by Ms.  Kovac.

Roll call vote:  Ms. Dugas yes, Ms. Kovac yes, Mr. Fayard yes, Mr. Wallace yes and Mr. Landry yes.  Motion carried. 

         Angelique read the following statement into the record.

“The Board moves to allow Ms. Baker notice and/or opportunity for hearing on the issue of whether there was a misrepresentation and/or material misstatement on her application, which is an additional grounds for Ms. Baker’s license denial.”

          Ms. Dugas made a motion to adopt Angelique’s statement into the record.  Seconded by Ms. Kovac.  Roll call vote:  Ms. Dugas yes, Ms. Kovac yes, Mr. Fayard yes, Mr. Wallace yes and Mr. Landry yes.  Motion carried.  

  XII.      Adjournment
          Mr. Fayard moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:59pm. Seconded by Ms. Dugas.
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